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bleed guide.

This guide explains what “bleed” is and why it's necessary in the design and print
process. It also explains how you can add bleed to a document you've designed. Finally,

it gives you eight examples of designs without correct bleed, and suggestions how to
fix them.
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what is bleed? why is it important?

When graphics continue right to the edge of a sheet of paper, bleed is necessary. Why? A
commercial printing press cant print to the edge of a sheet of paper. Instead, multiple products
are printed onto a larger sheet of paper and cut down to size.

Because it's impossible to cut exactly to each design a little over print on every side is required.
This is the bleed, and any professionally printed document will require it and a corresponding safe
zone.

This example below illustrates a correctly designed card with 3mm of bleed, safe zone and crop
marks. The crop marks outline where the document should be cut to, and the bleed is outside

those marks.

Note: we will place the crop marks on your proof for print - you're not required to.

1 i
artwork before cutting. artwork during cutting.
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bleed and safe zone explained.

how much bleed is required?

Industry standard is 3mm of bleed on each edge of a document, with a 3mm safe zone inside. This
means your document should have an extra 6mm in total on each side.

For example, an A4 sheet lined up with the correct bleed will be 216mm x 303mm. It will then be
cut down to a finished size of 210mm x 297mm. At the end of this guide, there is a table you can
refer to containing dimensions for most standard print documents, lined up with a bleed area.

what is the safe zone?

The safe zone is an additional 3mm inside the cutting edge where no text or information should
be put. Anything placed in this area is at risk of being cut off.

example of correctly designed business card:

Bleed Edge
Trim Line

Safe Area

A\
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Trim Line

= = = = Safe Area

text inside bleed area and safe zone.

Issue: The document has a bleed area and a safe zone. but there is text within the safe zone and
bleed zone. If printed as is, the text will likely be cut off.

Solution: Move text in by 6mm, allowing 3mm for the bleed and 3mm for the safe zone.

Bleed Edge

Trim Line

= = = = Safe Area

page four: examples of common mistakes (continued).



Safe Area

the bleed area is a different colour than the edges of the design.

Issue: The bleed area is not a continuation of the background design; it’s a different colour. When
printed, there will likely be random lines around the edge of the finished product.

Solution: Make the bleed area a continuation of the background design.

Bleed Edge

Trim Line

= = = = Safe Area

page five: examples of common mistakes (continued).



ISABELLA HEART
AAAAA
EVENT PLANNER

01702 123456

= = = = Safe Area

object is halfway between the cutting line and the safe zone.

Issue: If printed, it may touch the edge on some print products and not on others.

Solution: Either extend the image to the edge of the bleed area, or move it so it's within the safe
zone.

Bleed Edge

ISABELLA HEART
AAAAA
EVENT PLANNER

01702 123456

Trim Line

= = = = Safe Area
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ISABELLA HEART
AAAAA
EVENT PLANNER

123456

01702

= = = = Safe Area

not enough bleed.

Issue: The design doesn’t have enough of a bleed area. If cut as is, there may be random white
lines around the edges of the finish product.

Solution: Either extend the background image to fill the bleed area, or move the text and images
in by 3mm all around to create more bleed.

Bleed Edge

ISABELLA HEART

Trim Line

EVENT PLANNER

01702 123456

= = = = Safe Area
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Buisiness Cards 85 x 55mm 1004 x 650 91 x6Tmm 1075 x 720
DL 99 x 210mm 1169 x 2480 105 x 216mm 1240 x 2551
Ab 148 x 105mm 1748 x 1240 154 x 111Tmm 1819 x 1311
A5 210 x 148mm 2480 x 1748 216 x 154mm 2551 x 1819
Ad 297 x 210mm 3508 x 2480 303 x 216mm 3579 x 2551
A3 420 x 297mm 4961 x 3605 426 x 303mm 5031 x 3579
A2 594 x 420mm 7016 x 4961 600 x 426mm 7087 x 5031
Al 841 x 594mm 9933 x 7016 847 x 600mm 10004 x 7087
A0 1189 x 841Tmm 14043 x 9933 1195 x 847mm 14114 x 10004
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